Requirements for a Show at The Cannon
Theatre

Family-Friendly Policy

The Cannon Theatre chooses to focus on family-friendly material. We normally only select
shows that an average audience member would be comfortable attending with an
eight-year-old.

In particular, we do not normally consider shows containing:

e Strong adult language (think George Carlin’s seven words at least)
e Explicit sexual content, either shown on stage or discussed in the dialog
e Other adult themes such as drug use or explicit/realistic violence

Cast Size and Composition
While there are occasional exceptions, we typically prefer casts of between 6 and 12 actors.

We prefer shows whose casts are not almost exclusively female-presenting, or most of all not
almost exclusively male-presenting, unless they can be cast more flexibly than written without
violating the license agreement or affecting the artistic integrity of the show.

Suitability for the Cannon Theatre Environment

Although we are open to creative solutions, we typically must avoid shows that cannot work in
the Cannon performance space. Examples of these sorts of shows would be:

e Shows that require two-floor sets or otherwise need more headroom than we have
available

e Shows whose logistics require significant backstage space or need extensive
movement of large set pieces or multiple pieces of furniture

Financial Considerations

While we are interested in artistic variety and in creative approaches, we must be confident that
the shows we choose will draw enough of an audience to make us money and cover our
considerable rent and other expenses.

We therefore prefer shows with some name recognition (either the show itself, or its author) or
shows that represent popular genres such as farce or other comedy, or mystery.

We are usually also very careful about selecting shows that are likely to have unusually high
costs (very high licensing fees, set or other production costs that exceed our modest budgets).

For musicals, we have neither the space nor the budget for a large number of musicians. Music
tracks are typically pre-recorded, although a very small live ensemble is also a possibility.



Experience, Credentials, and Production Teams

There are always occasional grounds for exceptions, but typically we will not choose directors
for Cannon shows who have no directorial or comparable experience in a community or
school/college theater context. We will interview directors who have not worked with us before,
and we will ask for and follow up on credentials.

Directors who we choose are welcome to propose production team members to work on their
show. We also have a small group of people available to handle production roles. The major
production roles for any show must be filled before rehearsals begin. Modest stipends are
available for all main production roles.

Stage Dimensions, etc.

The stage at The Cannon Theatre is a small rectangle, 20 feet across and 16 feet deep. There
are audience members located on both sides of the stage, rising up. The stage is on the floor.

Stationary entrances to the stage can be through a curtained doorway, up stage right, or through
the audience. Other doors or windows may be added upstage right and left, but only after
working with our set designer and set builder.



